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Board of  Trustees 
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          Bruce Farmer 
VP Vocations: 
          Donna Rueby 
          Sandie Taylor.  
VP Membership: 
          Lisa Field 
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          Meris Bridger / 
          Diddy Muck 
VP Communications: 
          Jane Doherty 
Treasurer: 

 Tony Benvegnu 
Secretary: 
          Jim Stevens 
Chaplain: 

Father Felix Osasona 
Past President: 
          Mark Halleck 
Trustees: 
         Melia Reed   

  Arlane Sponaugle 
MaryLou Purello 

Shalom Rep:   
          Doug Reed 
Newsletter:  
          Melia Reed 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston
Sts. Martha. Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdalene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic 

Priesthood Sunday is on September 25. In many ways, this day 
could be considered a second Fathers' Day. Priests have such a crucial role in 
our Church and in our lives. Let us pray together in unity for the local Church. 
We will uplift our priests as well as petition for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life, and holy families. 

September 16 - 25, one rosary a day will be prayed by a member of the Office 
of Vocations plus a religious sister, a seminarian, a priest, and a married 
couple.

If you would like to pray along with us, sign up below to get the novena 
emailed to you each day of the novena. You may also find it on our YouTube 
channel .

To join the Nine-Day + Novena, sign-up at the following link:

Nine Day Novena

https://mailchi.mp/8a7ec02b0bed/novena-signup
https://houstonvocations.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=429c558c5f8d65c78e26f40b4&id=13808dc8cd&e=59629e04cd
https://houstonvocations.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=429c558c5f8d65c78e26f40b4&id=13808dc8cd&e=59629e04cd
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Bruce

 Sunday, September 25th is Priesthood Sunday. The day we celebrate our priests is 

similar to the way we celebrate other important days in our lives, like Father’s or 

Mother’s Day. Without priests, we do not have the Eucharist celebration or the 

sacraments. During this month, lets acknowledge our Priests, and let them know how 

much we appreciate them.  

 During the recent Altar Servers training, one of the Seminarians from St. Mary’s, 

Keenan Annicchiarico, talked with the group about the Mass, Priests, and the priest’s role 

on the altar. He mentioned that they should be a holy example to all those attending Mass 

since they are on the altar where the Eucharist celebration occurs. He also mentioned that 

Jesus is present in the person of our priests; he is truly “in persona Christi” when 

consecrating the bread and wine into the body and blood of our Lord. Since Jesus is on 

the altar in the person of the Priest and the Eucharist, the reverence they display as altar 

servers will be noticed by the congregation. Even as they process down the aisle to the 

altar, they need to show the congregation their reverence because Jesus is entering the 

church, “in persona Christi.”  

 Serving at the 11:00 am Mass with four of the older Altar Servers was an honor 

since this is where we get our future priests and religious. Talking with Mariel Parra, 

Director of Liturgy, she said that three of our youth from St. Martha who are altar servers, 

are seriously considering a vocation to religious life. Let us all continue to pray for our 

youth to consider their vocational call, and continue to lift up our priests in prayer for the 

true shepherds they are in our lives, and in the life of the church.

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, through the 
intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, an increase 

of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen. 

S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.



3

September
• Thurs. Sept. 8 -  Feast of  the Nativity of  the Blessed Virgin Mary 
• Tues. Sept. 9 - Exposition and Benediction after 8:30 am Mass 
• Fri. Sept. 13 - Exposition and Benediction after 7:00 pm Mass 
• Tues. Sept. 13 - “Men in Black Gala” - Vocations Ministry 
• Wed. Sept. 14 - Feast of  the Exaltation of  the Holy Cross 
• Sat./Sun. Sept. 25 - Priesthood Sunday 
• Mon. Sept. 26 - Club Meeting, Sr. Thomas Aquinas, Speaker 
• Thurs. Sept. 29 - Feast of  Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels 
• Sat. /Sun. Oct. 1& 2 - Kingwood Brewfest & Polk Extravaganza 
• Sat./Sun. Oct. 9 - Deacon Appreciation Sunday 
• Mon. Dec. 5 - Serra Christmas Party at the home of  Jack & Kathy Ward 

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS 

Feast of  the Nativity of  the  
Blessed Virgin Mary 

 Tuesday, September 13 
at the Ballroom at Bayou 
Place, 500 Texas Avenue, 
in Houston. Ten tickets 

were donated and 
available. If you would 
like to attend, please 

contact Jim 
(281-772-7918) or 

Jennifer (832-654-8054) 
Stevens.

Help support Vocation Ministry’s successful mission to promote vocations to the priesthood, religious 
life, and sacramental marriage.

Stained glass 
window of 

St. Michael 
designed by 

Donna Rueby 
located in the 
cupola of St. 

Martha’s.

https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwdjktuwzAQQ08jLY3RjPXxQosEhU_QC6jS-IPKViA7dXv7KgG4IB4JguyVMWCGXqOVyVtFaHu5egREcMoCgNJDRxFTUObL2QGIgxM9TLnE772c3MWyycUrpdAZrSYVozORbUIyerJkB5smxzL75Twfh6CbwLHpuq5uLmXO74UGttBSHA8ONS7NaACB90_-DQ3fbz-8P1nQyPtZ_wR9zFtYs0BzlGeN_AKy-o3zGipz0gTUXr5Lr_1_hzVFKA
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MONTHLY MEETING 

	 	 	 	 Gabriel Castillo, Director of Youth Ministry at St. Theresa’s in Sugarland, 	 	
	 	 	 	 began by acknowledging the importance of vocations by saying 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 “vocations are the life of the Church for without it there are no 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 sacraments.” Every parish and family should be focused on it because, as 
	 	 	 	 St. John Alphonsus Liguori taught, 1 out of every 3 children born have a 	 	
	 	 	 	 vocation. Do we teach our children and grandchildren to ask God what is 	
	 	 	 	 His will for them? When young people love to go to confession regularly 	 	
and value the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, then and only then are they open to the 
possibility of being a priest because “they love what priests’ do.” In a world that is so filled with 
challenges, especially for the youth, a pivotal starting point is instilling in them a love of the Virgin Mary. 
Everything is grace, a gift from God. Our culture needs to double down on prayer because where sin 
abounds, grace abounds all the more. Every conversion that happens comes through the hands of the 
Virgin Mary. She is omnipresent and omniscient by grace she received from God who made her the 
mediatrix of all grace intended for us. Gabriel reminded us that Mary is watching our souls, feels every 
beat of our heart, knows every decision we have to make. We have her eternal attention but the 
problem is we do not ask for her help. He challenged us to consecrate our lives to the Virgin Mary 
thereby giving our problems to her. The rosary is the most powerful weapon we have. When St. 
Dominic, although an inspired preacher, was struggling to convert souls for the Lord, he pleaded for 
help from the Blessed Mother. She appeared to him and gave him a tool that “would call down the 
mercy of God, work great miracles, convert hardened sinners because where it is preached, grace, 
goodness, and fruitfulness will follow.” She told him to preach “My Psalter” which consists of 150 Hail 
Mary’s or 15 decades. Gabriel admitted that this is hard because it means dying to selfish desires and 
using time to do not what we want but what God wants us to do. “When you’re doing God’s will, you’ll 
have peace in your soul, grace will flow because you’re sacrificing your will for His, and you’ll have the 
protection of God’s divine providence.” On his YouTube page, “Gabi After Hours”, Gabriel shares 
powerful conversion miracles and testimonies. He stressed that when you start to pray the rosary, 
grace begins to flow from Mary, because she’s the best and greatest Mother. Gabriel passionately 
challenged us to pray Mary’s Psalter, 3 rosaries a day (4 would be better) for 7 days. He assured us that 
we will have an increased sense of Mary’s presence, a greater confidence of the Holy Spirit’s work in 
us, and that we will “feel invincible.” As suggestions for success, he said to always carry a rosary in 
your hand for easy access, as a positive influence to govern our choices and reactions, and to 
evangelize when we are asked about it. He warned against scrupulosity, saying that although our best 
efforts are not very good, they are good enough for the Virgin Mary. He urged us to have a daily plan - 
make the decision once and then act on it. “Later” is a devil’s distraction that often leads to failure. 
Lastly, he said to “ask for stuff - all the time.” Ask for what is important enough to be a motivation when 
“later” is a temptation. Add a Hail Mary to prayers said with family and friends which will plant a seed 
that will flower when they are “at the hour of” their death. 
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MaryLou Purello was 
presented with a statue of 
the Foot Washing as a thank 
you for her many years of 
service as our Club’s 
awarding winning 
Newsletter editor. 

Tom Kaza, Director of Faith Formation at St. 
Martha and his wife Monica.

Guests are a Blessing. In August we welcomed…

From St. John of the Cross: Freddie Santos, 
Vocations Committee chair; Jimena Carrizalis, 
confirmation/Junior Team; and Amanda Benavides, 
confirmation/youth director.

Rita Marie Girau, 
daughter of Serran, 
Rita Girau.

Gemma Castillo, 
daughter of speaker, 
Gabriel Castillo 

Luisa Elena Parra, Coordinator of Middle 
School Youth Ministry, St. Martha; Philip 
Gardner; and Gabriel Castillo, speaker 
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLIN 

I am very happy to be back home in Humble after an exciting and 
refreshing vacation with family and friends in Omuo, my birthplace in 
Nigeria. I felt the efficacy of your prayers for my safety and protection 
during my vacation. The four weeks were filled with joy as I joined in the 
celebration of silver jubilee of priestly ordination of two friends, the 
graduation of a niece from the university and her induction to the nursing 
and midwifery profession. It was also a joyful time to welcome into the 
world a beautiful niece born to my brother and his wife on August 6th, the 
feast of the Transfiguration. Those weeks went by so fast for me that it 
seemed like two days, but some parishioners told me they felt I was gone 
for a year. I didn’t know how much I needed the rest until I took the time to 
rest, and I am glad I did. Thank you again for all your prayers for me and 
my family.   
  
The first priest from my home parish, Fr. Williams Aso, was one of my 
friends who celebrated his 25th priestly anniversary while I was home. I am 
the second Catholic priest from the parish, so it was good for me to be 
home for the celebration. The thanksgiving Mass was attended by many 
priests, sisters, and the entire parishioners. In attendance was the bishop 
who ordained Fr. Williams as a priest in 1997, Most Rev. Michael Fagun, 
now bishop emeritus of the diocese (he is 87 years old and still going 
strong).  In his remarks, Fr. Williams thanked the bishop for taking the risk 
to ordain him and two others as priests of the diocese. I was struck by the 
word “risk”. I never thought of using that word to describe the priestly 
vocation but on further reflection, I found it to be true that our vocation is a 
risk. It was God who took the first risk in making the call. He called simple 
and unworthy people to be his priests and friends. There are clear examples 
of this in the bible with the call of the first apostles of Jesus, Peter and 
Andrew, James and John, the call of Matthew the tax collector, and others. 
Our response to this call is also a risk. We take the risk, knowing and 
trusting that God cannot lead us astray and that God will make true his 
promises. The art of taking risk in the bible can be described as ‘stepping 
out in faith’. The letter to the Hebrews (11:1) defined faith as being sure of 
things hoped for and being certain of thing not yet seen. 
  
Thank you, dear Serrans, for supporting in every way those God has called 
and those God is calling to serve him. 

       Fr. Felix
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Fr. Dodson, 
Burlington, VT

Requests prayers for 
himself, his work, and 
for an increase  
in vocations. 

Seven Serrans

Fr. Michael Casey, 
Hartford, CT 

Prayers for strength to 
continue his work as 
vocation director plus 
the four parishes he’s 
assigned to.   

Fr. Sean Magaldi, 
Rockville Center NY

Prayers for  
discernment 

Fr. Richard McNeillie, 
Galv/Hous,TX

Pray that God sends  
us many more holy  
men to become  
diocesan priests

For the past five years, a cadre of 
prayer warriors from our Club have 
been praying for these four 
Vocation Directors. One hour a day, 
one day a week, Ruth Williamson, 
Donna Rueby, Sandie Taylor, Cissy 
Wilson, Diddy Muck, Rita Girau, 
and Peggy Rittenhouse have lifted 
up these men. In a program 
initiated by Serra USA, vocation 
directors around the country were 
identified and given  to clubs to be 
lifted up in prayer. Thus began 
Seven Serrans. 
Recently, Donna Rueby contacted 
each of “our” priests in the 
Northeast. Universally, they were 
amazed that they had such 
dedicated prayer warriors and 
expressed their heartfelt gratitude 
and appreciation. To be uplifted in 
prayer by someone unknown and 
so far away was truly meaningful. 
Please consider getting involved in 
this wonderful way to support our 
priests by texting Diddy Muck, 
diddymuck@gmail.com
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  Sept. Birthdays 

6 - Porter Taylor, Dcn. Michael Cruz, St. Leo 
8 - Dcn. Bob MacFarlane, St. Martha 
9 - Dcn. Guy Puglia, St. Martha 
21 - Dcn. Rene Ramon, St. Mary Magdalene 
24 - Lynn Lucas 
30 - Rita Girau, Bob Sponaugle 
30 - Fr. Felix Osasona, MSP, St. Mary Magdalene

Serra NE of Houston News

Pray for: 
•Father Wayne Ly - letters, cards, and other 

correspondence can be dropped off  at the 
church office and be forwarded to him. 

• Rapid and complete healing for Alex, Bob & 
Arlane’s son, who had cervical disk fusion on 
Aug. 29 

Sept.  Ordination Anniversaries  
8 - Dcn. Rene Ramon, St. Mary Magdalene 
9 - Sr. Emmanuel Utulu, DDL 
11 - Bishop Italo Dell’ Oro 
12 - Fr. Richard Barker, St. Philip the Apostle 
21 - Sr. Jane Michael , SJS

On August 17, Serran’s gathered at St. John of the Cross in New Caney for a memorial mass in 
honor of Sandi Kidd offered by Father Michael Applegate. We were joined by Deacon Guy and 
Francine Puglia and Shalom Center Councilors’, Sister Marillac, S.J.S. and Luis Velasquez. It 
was a blessing to join with Dan Kidd in remembering Sandi on the day of their 49th Anniversary.

 In Thanksgiving: 

 For the safe release and return of the Nigerian 
Sisters, Johannes Nwodo, Christabel Echemazu, 

Liberata Mbamalu, and Benita Agu. All were 
reportedly unharmed. 
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For more information about Serra Northeast of  Houston, please contact President, Bruce Farmer, bruce1farm@aol.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact, Melia Reed, meliareed5303@gmail.com. 
Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

Pope Francis’ Intentions for September: 

Respect for the Planet’s Resources 
     We pray that the planet’s resources will not be 

plundered, but shared in a just and respectful 
manner.

            Sept. 14 

Feast of  the Exaltation 
    of  the Holy Cross

The Woodpecker might have to Go! 

Everything I need to know about life, 
I learned from Noah’s Ark: 

1:  Don’t miss the boat. 
2:  Remember that we are all in the 	
	             same boat. 
3: Plan ahead. I wasn’t raining when 
Noah built the Ark. 
4: Stay fit. When you’re 600 yrs old, 
someone God may ask you to do 
something really big. 
5: Build your future on the high ground. 
6: Don’t listen to critics, just get on with 
the job that needs to be done. 
7: For safety sake, travel in pairs. 
8: Speed isn’t always an advantage. The 
snails were on board with the cheetahs. 
9: When you’re stressed, float a while. 
10: Remember, the Ark was built by 
amateurs; the Titanic by professionals. 
11: No matter the storm, when you 
are with God, there’s always a This feast commemorates the 

rescue of the true Cross of 
Christ in 628 by Emperor 
Heraclius in a victory over the 
Persians. Our Mother the 
Church sings of the triumph of 
the Holy Cross, the instrument 
of our salvation.

https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com

	SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS

